




Bombardier and Air Côte d’Ivoire reach firm purchase agreement

Bombardier Aerospace announced that its purchase agreement with Abidjan-based 
airline, Air Côte d’Ivoire, is now firm. The transaction, which was announced as a 

conditional purchase agreement on 
November 18th, during the Dubai 
Airshow, covers two Q400 NextGen 
aircraft with options for an additional 
two. Air Côte d’Ivoire is the national 
airline of Ivory Coast.
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AirAsia X, the long haul affiliate of the AirAsia Group, placed a firm order with Airbus for 
25 more A330-300s. The contract is the largest A330 order received by Airbus in a single 
purchase agreement and increases the carrier’s total firm orders for the type to 51. These 
will be supplemented by 
another six A330-300s 
leased from International 
Lease Finance Corpora-
tion (ILFC). AirAsia X will 
start taking delivery of 
its newly-ordered A330-
300s in 2015 as it begins 
a major expansion of its 
network across the Asia-
Pacific region. The new 
order includes the latest 
extended range versions 
of the A330-300, providing the carrier with the ability to offer non-stop service to des-
tinations in Europe or one-stop service to the US.

AgustaWestland signs Norwegian 
All Weather SAR Helicopter contract 
for 16 AW101 Helicopters

AgustaWestland has been awarded a con-
tract for 16 AW101 helicopters plus sup-
port and training, valued at approximately 
£1bn (€1.15bn), to meet the Norwegian All 
Weather SAR Helicopter (NAWSARH) require-
ment. The contract also includes an option 
for six further aircraft. Aircraft deliveries to 
the Royal Norwegian Air Force, who will fly 
and operate the helicopters, will start in 2017 
and continue through to 2020. The aircraft 
will be assembled at AgustaWestland’s Yeovil 
facility in the UK.

Boeing delivers first 747-8 with Per-
formance-Improved Engines

Boeing delivered the first 747-8 with per-
formance-improved GEnx-2B engines as part 
of the airplane’s Performance Improvement 
Package (PIP.) A Cathay Pacific Airways 747-
8 Freighter was the first 747 to deliver with 
the PIP engines. The engine is the first of the 
package’s three improvements to enter serv-
ice. The two other components, Flight Man-
agement Computer (FMC) software upgrades 
and reactivation of the horizontal tank fuel 
system on the 747-8 Intercontinental, are ex-
pected to enter service later this month and 
in early 2014, respectively.

GE38 Turboshaft Engine achieves 
record time at temperature

GE Aviation’s largest turboshaft engine — the 
GE38 — has completed a 300-hour cyclic du-
rability test on the road toward qualification 
for the U.S. Marine Corps’ future CH-53K 
heavy-lift helicopter. “The prototype GE38 
engine completed one of the toughest en-
gine tests we have ever run at GE, spending 
the longest time at maximum redline tem-
peratures of any engine in GE history,” said 
Paul Acquaviva, GE Aviation’s GE38 program 
director. “We’re pleased with the remarkable 
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performance retention and durability this new 
engine has demonstrated to date. We remain 
committed to delivering an engine that ex-
ceeds customer expectations.” The GE38 
engine will give the CH-53K helicopter the 
power to carry a 27,000-pound external load 
over a mission radius of 110 nautical miles 
in hot weather conditions, nearly triple the 
external load carrying capacity of the service’s 
current CH-53E SUPER STALLION aircraft.

Norwegian signs purchase agree-
ment for two 787-9 Dreamliners

Norwegian signed an agreement to acquire 
two new Boeing 787-9 Dreamliners. Both 
aircraft will be delivered in the first quarter 
of 2016. The 787-9 is larger than the 787-
8 that Norwegian currently operates on its 
long-haul routes. Norwegian continues to 
expand its international operations by sign-
ing an agreement with MG Aviation to lease 
two new Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner aircraft. 
Both aircraft are scheduled to be in operation 
during the first quarter of 2016. Today, Nor-
wegian has three 787-8 Dreamliner aircraft 

in its long-haul fleet, as well as five more on 
order. The company will have 10 long-haul 
aircraft in its fleet; four will be delivered in 
2014, one in 2015 and two in 2016.

Saratov Airlines becomes first Rus-
sian E-Jet operator

Embraer Commercial Aviation welcomes 
Saratov-based Saratov Airlines (Saravia) as the 
first E-Jet customer in Russia. The airline has 
leased two E195s that will start operations in 
the coming weeks. The E190 and E195 were 
certified by Russia’s Interstate Aviation Com-
mittee in December 2012. The E195s will be 
configured with 114 seats in dual class and 
deployed from the airline’s base at Saratov 
Airport. The aircraft are planned for sched-
uled services as well as for charter flights to 
Dubai, Europe, Asia and Africa in association 
with Saratov’s tour partner, Magellan.

RUAG to deliver 10 Dornier 228 air-
craft to Venezuela

Configured for passenger transport, the 
Dornier 228 fleet will be deployed to connect 
remote villages with regional hubs across Ven-
ezuela, substantially improving accessibility 
throughout the country. The ten aircraft com-
prise 8 new units of the Dornier 228 New Gen-
eration and 2 pre-owned units of the Dornier 
228-212. The Venezuelan government has 
become the first fleet customer of the Dornier 
228 in Latin America since its relaunch in late 
2010, purchasing ten units of the turboprop 
aircraft from the OEM, RUAG Aviation. Signed 
in Caracas, the contract encompasses the sale 
of aircraft as well as training, spare parts and 
ground support equipment.

A Bombardier Q400 in Air Côte d’Ivoire livery      Bombardier

Air Asia X boosts its fleet with a new order of Airbus A330-300s (above)
Airbus
















