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WEEKLY AVIATION HEADLINES

Air Lease Corporation signs lease agree-
ment for one Boeing 737-800 with Far East-
ern Air Transport

Air Lease Corporation has signed a long-term lease 
agreement with Far Eastern Air Transport (FEAT), 
an international airline based in Taipei, Taiwan, for 
one Boeing 737-800. The aircraft is presently on 
lease to a European carrier from early 2012 and 
will deliver to FEAT in June 2016. This is ALC’s sec-
ond 737 lease placement with FEAT, the first being 
a new 737-800 delivering in the second quarter of 
2016, which was announced earlier this year.

Zetta Jet expands fleet with purchase of one 
Global 6000 Business Jet

Zetta Jet has purchased a Global 6000 ultra-long-
range aircraft with options for four additional 
Global 6000 business jets. If all options are exer-
cised, the transactions are valued at approximately 
US$318m, based on 2015 list prices for standard-
equipped aircraft. The aircraft will operate out of 
the company’s Asian hub in Singapore and will 
join Zetta Jet’s current fleet of four Global aircraft, 
which also includes a brand-new Global 5000 pur-
chased in the fourth quarter of 2015.

Bombardier welcomes Arab Wings and Iraq 
Gate to family of CRJ Series aircraft customers

Amman, Jordan-based Arab Wings, and its joint 
venture partner Iraq Gate of Arasat, Baghdad, are 
now new CRJ Series aircraft owners and operators. 
Iraq Gate commenced service in March 2015 with 
its first CRJ200 aircraft, adding two more in recent 
months. Iraq Gate will initially operate the aircraft, 
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which were acquired by Arab Wings from a third 
party, on several domestic routes from Baghdad. 
Other domestic and international flights within 
and from Iraq are scheduled to follow. Arab Wings’ 
fleet currently includes three Bombardier Chal-
lenger 604 aircraft and one Global 5000 aircraft 
that the airline utilizes to meet clients’ travel needs 
in the region and worldwide.

PEMCO redelivers 3rd B737 Freighter to Ka-
hala Aviation

PEMCO World Air Services (PEMCO) has an-
nounced the redelivery of a B737-300F aircraft 
(MSN 27459) to Ireland-based Kahala Aviation. The 
freighter, converted at PEMCO’s headquarters in 
Tampa, Fla., has now entered service. This conver-
sion marks PEMCO’s third redelivery of a B737-300 
to Kahala since 2008. A fourth aircraft (MSN 27460) 
is also scheduled for redelivery during Q4 of 2015.

China Southern Airlines to purchase 80 
Boeing 737s

Boeing has reported that China Southern Airlines 
has announced a commitment to purchase 80 737s. 
The commitment includes a combination of 30 
Next-Generation 737s and 50 737 MAX airplanes, 
valued at US$8.38 billion at current list prices. The 
order will be posted on Boeing’s Orders & Deliveries 
website once all contingencies are cleared.

Turkish Airlines signs agreement for P&W’s 
geared turbofan engines to power 92 firm 
A321neo aircraft

Turkish Airlines has signed a definitive agreement 
for Pratt & Whitney’s PurePower PW1100G-JM en-
gines to power its order of 92 firm A321neo aircraft, 

the largest engine order in Turkish Airline’s history. 
The order was originally announced during the 2015 
Paris Air Show as a Memorandum of Understanding 
with 72 firm and 20 option aircraft. Deliveries are 
scheduled to begin in 2018. The deal is also the larg-
est engine order in 2015 for Pratt & Whitney, repre-
senting a year of pivotal milestones as it leads the 
industry into a new age in aviation history.

Delta Air Lines to add up to 20 Embraer 190 
and 20 new Boeing 737-900ER jets

Delta Air Lines will add up to 20 Embraer 190 and 
20 new Boeing 737-900ER jets acquired through 
a new agreement with Boeing. The agreement is 
part of the airline’s continued strategy to improve 
its efficiency by adding additional 737-900ERs and 
upgrading its mainline fleet with the near 100-
seat, twin-engine E190 jets while reducing the use 
of small regional aircraft. The order, announced on 
December 16th, offers Delta more compelling eco-
nomics over a previously cancelled order that also 
included Boeing-held E190s. Expected to begin fly-
ing in early 2017, Embraer’s unique cabin design in 
the E190 includes two-by-two seating throughout 
the Main Cabin, one-by-two in First Class, and large 
overhead bins and oversized windows. The ad-
ditional Boeing 737-900ERs will bring the total in 
Delta’s fleet to 120 by 2019. 

GECAS completes purchase-and-leaseback 
transaction for two Airbus A350s with Finnair

GE Capital Aviation Services (GECAS), the com-
mercial aircraft leasing and financing arm of GE, 
today announced it completed a purchase-and-
leaseback transaction involving two new Airbus 
A350-900 XWB aircraft with Finnair. The aircraft 
delivered in October and December and are part 
of Finnair’s long-haul fleet renewal program.
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SkyWork Airlines signs two-year contract with 328 Support Services

328 Support Services GmbH has signed a two-year agreement for AOG support with SkyWork 
Airlines based in Bern, Switzerland. The arrangement will support the regional carrier’s five 
Dornier 328 turboprops. The contract follows the successful completion of maintenance work 
undertaken on a SkyWork 328 turboprop at the company’s Oberpfaffenhofen facility near Mu-
nich. The work was completed by 328’s engineers in four weeks, leaving the hangar at the end 
of October 2015.

SkyWork Airlines signs two-year contract with 328 Support Services   Photo: 328 Support Services  

Goodyear wins Boeing 777X aircraft pro-
duction supply contract

The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company (GT) has 
been selected by Boeing to provide main nose 
and landing gear tires for its new 777X aircraft, 
which is scheduled for delivery in 2019. Build-
ing on the success of the Boeing 777 and 787 
Dreamliner, the Boeing 777X will be the largest 
and most-efficient twin-engine jet in the world, 
unmatched in every aspect of performance, ac-
cording to Boeing officials. Goodyear will sup-
ply its Flight Radial tire for the Boeing 777X. 
The Goodyear Flight Radial, Goodyear’s most 
advanced aviation product, incorporates Good-
year Featherweight Alloy Core Bead Technology, 
the latest in Goodyear lightweight radial aircraft 
technology. It also contains a variety of other 
features, including strong, rigid tread belts with 
enhanced rubber that offer dimensional stability, 
longer service life and increased cut resistance.

Norwegian Group expands cooperation 
with Lufthansa Technik

The Norwegian Group has extended the Total 
Base Maintenance Support TBS contract with 
Lufthansa Technik for its Boeing 737-800 fleet 
ahead of time. The MRO contract covering 
Boeing 787 wheels and brakes has also been 
expanded. Norwegian and Lufthansa Technik 
signed the first contract for a TBS covering the 
airline’s Boeing 737-800 fleet already in 2012. 
Initially running over a period of five years, the 
airline has recently expanded and extended the 
contract. Beyond the existing fleet, the new con-
tract also covers the future 737-800 fleet of the 
entire Norwegian Group. In addition to Norwe-
gian Air Shuttle, this also includes Norwegian 
Air International, Norwegian Air UK and Norwe-
gian Air Norway AS. For the first time, Lufthansa 
Technik will also perform end-of-lease checks, 
initially on eleven aircraft. As a Messier-Bugatti-
Dowty Recommended Repair Center (RRC) for 
Boeing 787 wheels and brakes, Lufthansa Tech-
nik is also responsible for the wheels and brakes 
of Norwegian’s Boeing 787 Dreamliner fleet. The 
corresponding agreement has also been extend-
ed and the volume doubled. Under contract at 
Lufthansa Technik since 2013, Norwegian cur-
rently has eight 787-800 aircraft in operation. 
From 2016 the airline will also start operating 
the Dreamliner’s -900 version.

N3 Engine Overhaul Services will start to 
overhaul A350 XWB engines in 2016

N3 Engine Overhaul Services (N3), the joint enter-
prise of Lufthansa Technik AG and Rolls-Royce plc. 

MRO & PRODUCTION NEWS

Vector Aerospace, a 
global independent pro-
vider of aviation mainte-
nance, repair and over-
haul (MRO) services, 
added the Airbus Heli-
copters H130 (formerly 
EC130 T2) and EC130 B4 
tail rotor gearbox (TGB) 
to its existing range of 
rotorcraft repair and 
overhaul (R&O) capabili-
ties. Vector will offer this 
expanded support for 
the H130/EC130 from 
its facilities in Langley 
and Richmond, BC, Can-
ada, which already offer 
operators worldwide 
a range of services for 
Airbus Helicopters mod-
els including the H125/
AS350, AS355, H130/

EC130, BO105, H135/EC135 and AS332. Vector’s service offerings for the H130/EC130 family 
include D-level structural repairs, dynamic component repair (DCR), including main and tail 
rotor gearboxes, plus scheduled maintenance including 12-year inspections. Vector is also an 
authorized Turbomeca Arriel 2 repair center, supporting operators in North America.

Vector Aerospace maintenance on H130 Tail Rotor Gearbox in Richmond BC   
Photo: Vector Aerospace 

Vector Aerospace certified for Airbus Helicopters H130/EC130 tail rotor gearbox 
repair and overhaul








