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WORLD NEWS

No third runway for overloaded Heathrow - yet
Passengers at UK’s biggest airport face longest delays in Europe
Pressure mounted on British 
prime minister David Cameron 
last week following his refusal 
to drop his opposition to a third 
runway at London’s Heathrow 
Airport until at least 2015, after 
the next elections.

The delay evoked stern criticism 
from business leaders who said 
the failure to address Heathrow’s 
‘capacity crunch’ is damaging the 
economy. Tim Yeo, a Conserva-
tive MP, told The Daily Telegraph 
that it would lead to a ‘dignified 
slide into insignificance’.

A study released by Eurocontrol, 
the body that supervises Europe-
an air traffic, revealed that Hea-
throw had slipped to the bottom 
of the table (right) of major Euro-
pean airports in terms of delays 
for inbound flights for the year 
to date, with a daily average of 
1,676 minutes per day.

Frankfurt was second to last, 
with an average delay of 1,410 
minutes.  But that figure is a vast 
improvement on last year, when it 
averaged 3,400 minutes, thanks 
to the opening of its fourth run-
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Air travel fall in India
Domestic air travel in India fell by 
1.1% in July compared to the 
same month in 2011, the worst 
performance for any market, ac-
cording to IATA, which said that 
‘after expanding at 20%-plus rates 
through 2010 and 2011, the Indian 
market stopped growing at the end 
of 2011’. Observers pointed to a 
weakening economy and high air-
fares in the traditionally lean sum-
mer period. Travel agent Anil Kalsi 
said that fares have risen 30% to 
40%, on top of new airport charg-
es, leading to low demand, and 
that ‘the impact is visible now’.

immigration.

It has been pointed out that there 
are already 1,000 more flights 
per year to China’s three largest 
cities from Paris and Frankfurt 
than from Heathrow and that 
London has fewer weekly flights 
than any other European capital 
to half the world’s emerging mar-
kets, with no direct links to Chile, 
Colombia, Venezuela, Peru, In-
donesia or the Philippines. 

WEEKLY AVIATION HEADLINES

Boeing adds third 787 line 
Boeing activated a third assembly 
line for the 787 Dreamliner, in a 
move towards its target production 
rate of 10 per month by the end of 
2013, up from 3.5 per month now.  
The new line, the second to be ac-
tivated at its Everest, Washington 
facility, is expected to assemble the 
larger 787-9, which will enter serv-
ice with Air New Zealand in 2014, 
according to The Wall Street Jour-
nal. Boeing began assembly of its 
80th Dreamliner this month.

Leading budget airlines in Europe 
have been found to be charging 
more than the price of a one-way 
ticket for a basic meal onboard, 
according to the Travelsupermar-
ket.com website. Items such as 
water, sandwiches and snacks cost 
up to 1,000% more than in a high 
street supermarket, while a cup of 
tea, at £2.76 ($4.38) costs an av-
erage of 2,355% more than the 
price of a shop-bought tea bag. 
An easyjet spokesperson argued 
that prices should be compared 
with bars and restaurants and not 
than supermarkets.

Budget carriers make hay

way in November.

Other solutions put 
forth to solve Lon-
don’s capacity crisis 
include expanding 
London Gatwick, 
the world’s busiest 
single-runway air-
port, and linking it 
to Heathrow, which 
would not be feasi-
ble until after 2019, 
or the longer-term 
solution of build-
ing a completely 
new airport in the 
Thames estuary.

Business leaders 
worry that London will be over-
taken by Paris or Frankfurt as a 
major hub for international traf-
fic, particularly from Asia.  Hea-
throw is already operating at 
98% capacity and its struggles to 
cope have made headlines news 
in recent months: 600 flights 
were grounded by three inches 
of snow in February, while pas-
sengers have suffered delays of 
over two hours to pass through 

European airports: Delays expected

Destination airport Avg flights 
per day¹

Daily delay / 
minutes²

London Heathrow 667 1,676

Frankfurt Main 698 1,410

Istanbul-Ataturk 520 1,324

Zurich 381 901

Schiphol-Amsterdam 659 778

Muenchen 2 570 717

Paris Charles de Gaulle 721 641

Oslo Gardermoen 294 399

Wien Schwechat 378 384

Geneve Cointrin 256 329

¹In July 2012; ²Year-to-date to end-July                                Eurocontrol

http://www.relianceaircraft.com
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Ten years ago, a small team set-off 
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focused on providing services to the 
airline industry.  This vision has 
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Philippine Airlines places major order for Airbus aircraft

Philippine Airlines (PAL) placed a firm order with Airbus covering 34 A321ceo, 10 A321neo 
and 10 A330-300s. The aircraft are being purchased under a major fleet modernisation 
programme at the airline, with deliveries starting in 2013. The single aisle A321 aircraft 
are being purchased to enhance the airline’s product offerings on domestic and regional 
routes, as well as to support alliances with its partner airlines. The widebody A330s will be 
operated on higher demand regional routes and longer range services to the Middle East 
and Australia. PAL will announce engine selections for all the aircraft at a later date.
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MNG Airlines takes delivery of its 
first A330-200F

MNG Airlines, Turkey’s dedicated freight op-
erator, took delivery of its first of four A330-
200Fs on order. The airline already operates 
a fleet of seven A300 cargo aircraft, and will 
expand its services by moving up to the A330 
Freighter. Sedat Özkazanç, managing director 
of MNG Airlines said: “Holding a big portion 
of the cargo capacity in Turkey, MNG Airlines 
is delighted to introduce the A330-200F into 
our fleet.” He adds: “This new Airbus freight-
er aircraft will help our continued growth by 
providing superior fuel efficiency, capacity 
and range for our customers together with 
both charter and scheduled flights.” 

China’s ICBC Leasing places order for 
50 Airbus A320 Family aircraft

ICBC Financial Leasing signed an agreement 
with Airbus for a total of 50 A320 Fam-
ily aircraft, including 30 A320ceo and 20 
A320neo. The aircraft purchase agreement 
was signed at the Great Hall of the People in 
Beijing by Li Xiaopeng, Senior Executive Vice 
President of ICBC and Chairman of ICBC 
Leasing, and Fabrice Bregier, President and 
CEO of Airbus. It was a part of a series of Eu-
rope-China agreements signed in the pres-
ence of visiting German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao. 

Doric’s Asset Management Portfolio 
grows to 30 Aircraft

Doric took delivery of its 13th A380 under 
management. The aircraft with the manu-
facturer’s serial number (MSN) 103 was ac-
quired by the German closed-end fund SKY 
CLOUD IV (a GmbH & Co KG type special 
purpose vehicle) on 29th August 2012 in 
Hamburg. The Airbus A380 is on lease to 
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PAL’s order for 54 Airbus A330s and A320 family jets is a major boost for the European airframer                   Airbus

the Dubai-based carrier Emirates for a pe-
riod of 12 years. The purchase price of the 
aircraft was $234m. The long-term loan of 
$145m was provided by a banking consorti-
um led by NordLB. The current aircraft port-
folio under management of Doric comprises 
30 aircraft valued at $4.6bn.

UTAir selects CFM56-5B engine to 
power new A321 aircraft

UTAir Aviation (UTAir) selected CFM Interna-
tional’s CFM56-5B engine to power its new 
fleet of 20 Airbus A321 aircraft. The engine 
order is valued at $420m at list price and the 
airline is scheduled to begin taking delivery in 
2013. The aircraft order was announced at 

the Farnborough Air Show in July of this year.
To support its new fleet, UTAir also signed a 
long-term Rate per Flight Hour (RPFH) agree-
ment for 40 CFM56-5B engines ordered. 
Under the terms of the multi-year compre-
hensive maintenance program customized to 
UTAir’s specific requirements, CFM will guar-
antee the maintenance cost on a dollar per 
engine flight hour basis.

GECAS to lease two Airbus A320s to 
new customer Tyrolean Airways

GE Capital Aviation Services Limited (GECAS) 
will lease two Airbus A320-200 aircraft to a 
new customer, Tyrolean Airways. Tyrolean Air-
ways is responsible for operating all Austrian 

CFM56-3C1  V2527-A5  PW118B  A340-300
CFM56-5A3  V2533-A5  PW121ATR   ATR 42-300 & 72-200
CFM56-5B4/P  RB211-535E4 PW123  APU GTCP-331-200(ER)
CFM56-7B24/3  CF34-10E  PW124B  QEC for V2500 (New)
CFM56-7B24 (NTI)  PW4168A  PW150A

CFM56-3C1  V2527-A5  PW118B  A340-300
CFM56-5A3  V2533-A5  PW121ATR   ATR 42-300 & 72-200
CFM56-5B4/P  RB211-535E4 PW123  APU GTCP-331-200(ER)
CFM56-7B24/3  CF34-10E  PW124B  QEC for V2500 (New)
CFM56-7B24 (NTI)  PW4168A  PW150A

Contact Anne Lee  @ +1.415.408.4769

Available Engines for Lease www.willislease.com

http://www.willislease.com


Bombardier CSeries aircraft takes virtual flight

Bombardier Aerospace is now conducting virtual flights with “Aircraft 0” – the on-the-
ground Integrated Systems Test and Certification Rig (ISTCR) for the CSeries aircraft. 
The avionics, electrical, flight control, fly-by-wire, hydraulic, landing gear and wiring 
systems are now all commissioned, and systems integration and communication have 
been successfully demonstrated. The development of the CSeries aircraft will now enter 
the intense ground testing phase that will build the necessary maturity for all systems 
and drive towards the flight test program. 

The CSeries undergoing virtual flights on Bombardier’s Integrated Systems Test and Certification rig                      Bombardier
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StandardAero Components receives 
new international certifications

StandardAero Components expanded its glo-
bal service capabilities with the recent certi-
fication and approval for engine component 
repair and overhaul, from two international 
civil aviation authorities. StandardAero Com-
ponents successfully renewed its Civil Avia-
tion Administration of China (CAAC) certi-
fication and obtained a new authorization 
from Indonesia’s Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation. StandardAero Components cur-
rently holds FAA, EASA, and CAAC 145 cer-
tification across a broad range of platforms, 
including GE, CFMI, Pratt & Whitney, Rolls 
Royce, and Honeywell product lines. The re-
certification by CAAC expands StandardAe-
ro’s support capabilities with an additional 
1,000 new part numbers beyond the 2,000 
parts previously certified. The recent certifica-
tions extend the company’s ability to support 

repair capabilities across Asia, one of the fast-
est- growing aviation regions in the world.

Assembly line in China completes 
100th A320 Family aircraft

Visiting German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
and Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao presided 
over a grand gathering of some 1,000 people 
in Tianjin to celebrate the completion of the 
100th A320 Family aircraft assembled at the 
Airbus A320 Family Final Assembly Line Chi-
na (FALC), which is a joint venture between 
Airbus and its Chinese partners. One day be-
fore the celebration, a framework agreement 
was signed by Airbus, Tianjin Free Trade Zone 
(TJFTZ) and the Aviation Industry Corpora-
tion of China (AVIC), the two parties of the 
Chinese consortium that hold a 49% stake 
in the FALC joint venture, concerning the 
shared intention to continue the cooperation 
on the project beyond the current business 
plan, which is due to expire in 2016.

Lufthansa Technik completes first 
Boeing 747-8 for a private customer

Lufthansa Technik AG began work on the 
customized completion of a VIP version of the 
latest-generation jumbo jet, the Boeing 747-8 
VIP. The aircraft belonging to an undisclosed 
customer landed in Hamburg on August 30th 
and the engineers will begin with the installa-
tion of a cabin interior that incorporates the 
ultimate in interior design. The contract was 
signed back in 2011 and in the intervening pe-
riod Lufthansa Technik has been preparing for 
this first completion with intensive engineer-
ing planning, qualification programs, assem-
bly of all the production resources and imple-
mentation of the necessary modifications in 
the aircraft hangar. The aircraft is expected to 
be delivered in the summer of 2014.

Precision receives FAA approval 
for winglet compatibility with 757-
200PCF freighter conversion

Precision Conversions (Precision) released 
that the company has received FAA approv-
al to provide full 15 cargo position freighter 
conversions on 757-200s that have winglets 
currently installed on the aircraft. The winglet 
approval applies to all Rolls-Royce and Pratt & 
Whitney powered 757-200s. The first winglet-
ed 757-200, owned by Cargo Aircraft Man-

MRO & PRODUCTION
Airlines flights. The aircraft are scheduled for 
delivery in early 2013 and will expand the ex-
isting fleet to around 80 aircraft.

FLY Leasing acquires two B737-800s

FLY Leasing acquired two Boeing 737-800 
aircraft manufactured in 1998. The aircraft 
are on lease to Transaero, a leading Russian 
international airline. The new acquisitions 
were financed with secured bank debt and 
FLY’s free cash. FLY now has a fleet of 110 air-
craft on lease to 53 airlines in 29 countries.

AWAS places third 737-300 aircraft 
with Boliviana

Dublin-based global aircraft lessor, AWAS, de-
livered a third B737-300 to Bolivian airline, Bo-
liviana de Aviación. A valued AWAS customer 
since 2009, having supported its initial launch, 
Boliviana plans to expand its route network to 
additional international destinations. Current-
ly Boliviana serves Sao Paulo, Buenos Aires as 
well as six domestic destinations from its hub 
in Cochabamba.

MRO & Logistics Software Solutions
componentcontrol.com

The Software Solution for MRO Management
Take control of your business with Quantum Control
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Israel Aerospace Industries reports Q2 2012 net loss of $22m

Israel Aerospace Industries announced the publication of its consolidated financial state-
ments for Q2, ending June 30, 2012. Company’s sales for Q2 2012 reached $808m, 
compared to $938m in Q2 2011. Export sales represent 80% of total sales and reached 
$645m. Military market sales represent 75% of total sales and reached $603m. The de-
crease in sales is attributed to a reduction in the scope of activity, mainly in the civil market 
in the area of engine maintenance and aircraft conversions, as well as to delays in develop-
ment projects which resulted in deferred recognition of income. Gross profit for Q2 2012 
reached $130m (16.1% of sales), compared to $121m (12.9% of sales) for Q2 2011, an 
increase of 8%. The improvement in gross profit is mainly attributed to the significant 
effect of the devaluation of the Shekel on profitability. Profit from activities for Q2 2012 
reached $28m (3.4% of sales), compared to $ 24m (2.5% of sales) for Q2 2011. Net loss 
for Q2 2012 reached $22m, compared to a net profit of $33m for Q2 2011. Backlog of 
$9.2bn ensures over two and a half years of activity. 86% of the backlog is earmarked for 
sales to overseas customers. The backlog consists of a wide variety of products across a 
broad geographical spread. Cash flow from current activities reached $58m, compared to 
a negative cash flow from current activities of $201m for Q2 2011.

Ameco Beijing performed cabin Mod for Boeing 777-200s of Air China

Ameco Beijing completed its first cabin upgrade modification for an Air China Boeing 777-
200 aircraft. The upgrade was designed to improve Air China’s overall cabin service quality 
and similar upgrades will be performed by Ameco Beijing on another nine Air China Boe-
ing 777-200s through to June 2013.  
The upgraded Air China Boeing 777-
200s was changed into a three-class 
configuration with business class, 
premium economy class and econo-
my class, covering the main working 
items of business class seat replace-
ment, LCD video monitors installa-
tion, new premium economy class, 
PC power system installation and 
passenger service unit reconfigura-
tion, in which the LCD video monitor 
modification program was designed 
by Ameco Beijing, which won a 
CAAC certificate at the end of 2011.

FINANCIAL NEWS

Installing new LCD monitors aboard an Air China Boeing 777-200          
Ameco Beijing
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both kitting and line feed – just two of the 
company’s range of supply chain services 
– Pattonair is able to configure every aspect of 
their delivery, including the integration of kit-
ting within line feed solutions where required. 
All Pattonair kits are fully traceable and can be 
built at any of the company’s global facilities 
or at a customer’s site. Dedicated to delivering 
improved performance through more effec-
tive supply chain management, Pattonair can 
offer customers the benefits of its global reach 
while working to meet their individual needs 
with local, hands-on support.

Hangar8 offers further MRO support 
at London Oxford Airport 

London Oxford Airport-based aircraft man-
agement and engineering company Hangar8 
plc further enhanced its third party support ca-
pabilities at its Oxford, UK, MRO facility, cover-

ing a broader range of bizjet types. Within less 
than a year of acquiring EASA 145 approval, 
the company now provides CAMO – Part M 
support and line support for all Hawker types 
including the 4000, the Beechjet/Hawker 400, 
the Dassault Falcon 2000, Citationjet (525) 
family and the Embraer Phenom 100. Recently 
added accreditations were for the Bombardier 
601, 604 and 605 models, with Global 5000, 
6000 and Falcon 50EX expected shortly. The 
company also plans to add Learjet 45/31A ap-
provals and expand into support for Boeing 
and Airbus ACJ families by the middle of the 
fourth quarter, having already secured CAMO 
approval for the Embraer 170/190 (Lineage) 
and Citation Excel (560). Hangar8 now em-
ploys a team of 22 staff involved with the new 
MRO operation. 
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agement, has already been converted and will 
be operated later this year by Air Transport 
International. Steven Thomas, Precision Con-
versions’ president, said, “We are the first and 
only company to achieve winglet compatibility 
with a 757 conversion program.” He added, 
“This recent achievement is fully in line with 
our mission of maximizing the utility, service 
life, revenue potential and residual value of 
the 757-200 as a freighter.” Precision began 
the engineering and certification efforts for 
the winglet approval program in early 2011.

Boeing delivers first Aeroloft in-
stalled on a BBJ 747-8

Boeing announced the delivery of the first 
Aeroloft installed on a Boeing Business Jet 
(BBJ) 747-8. The Aeroloft, designed and 
built by Greenpoint Technologies of Kirkland, 
Wash., provides 393 ft² (36.5 m²) of addi-
tional cabin space bringing the VIP-config-
ured 747-8 to a total 5,179 ft² (481.2 m²) of 
cabin space. It was installed by Boeing Global 
Transport & Executive Systems (GTES) in Wi-
chita, Kansas. Developed specifically for the 
BBJ 747-8, the Aeroloft is located above the 
main cabin between the upper deck and tail 
of the airplane. It boasts eight private sleep-
ing berths and a changing room providing a 
comfortable rest area during flight.

Pattonair signs LTA contract to sup-
ply aero engine parts to AEC

Pattonair signed a Long Term Agreement con-
tract with Aero Engine Controls (AEC), the 
Birmingham-based manufacturer of engine 
control systems. Under the terms of the con-
tract, worth £8m per year, Pattonair will be 
providing solutions for kits, DLF and schedule 
requirements direct to AEC’s production line. 
With extensive, international experience of 

Turbomeca (Safran group) signs con-
tract with Saab AB for Swedish Air 
Force

Turbomeca (Safran group) signed a contract 
with defense and security company Saab AB for 
the repair and overhaul of Arrius 2K2 modules 
and engines installed on A109 LUH helicopters 
of the Swedish Air Force. The contract signed 
with Saab is a customized Global Support 
Package (GSP) for the Swedish Air Force A109 
LUHS helicopters equipped with Turbomeca’s 
Arrius 2K2. That agreement covers 43 Arrius 
2K2 engines in operation (40 installed on 20 
A109 LUHS and 3 spares) and their related ac-
cessories. Additionally, training technicians and 
spares can be offered via this agreement. Saab 
is responsible for the maintenance including 
warehousing and availability management of 
the complete operation (except line mainte-
nance and foreign operation bases). 

MILITARY & DEFENCE
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market for F-16 avionics upgrades is valued 
at greater than $3bn internationally, cover-
ing more than 3,000 aircraft. BAE Systems 
provides approximately 40% of the mission 
equipment in the F-16 fleet worldwide. The 
company’s upgrade solution includes the 
Commercial Fire Control Computer, which is 
currently the highest throughput and most 
supportable mission computer in any F-16.

new control centre, which will be the pri-
mary one in the country; AZAN will equip 
the airport with two new runways and an 
additional terminal.

Jet Aviation Specialists (JAS) a MRO fa-
cility specializing in the repair of combus-
tion chambers, housings and assemblies for 
GE, Pratt & Whitney, CFMI and Rolls Royce 
product lines, closed on the purchase of its 
65,000 ft² new world headquarters in Miami 
Florida. Currently operating in approximately 
35,000 ft² this purchase will allow for JAS 
to double its capacity over the next several 
years. This investment ensures the viability 
and continued growth of JAS that will allow 
it to grow its products offering as well as 
in house capabilities to match its customer 
growing needs. In a current environment 
which brings about continuous change, JAS 
feels it is important to be flexible and respon-
sive to its customers’ requirements.

SkyTeam, the global airline alliance, wel-
comed Aerolíneas Argentinas as its 18th 
member on August 29th. The national airline 
of Argentina – South America’s second largest 
economy – Aerolíneas Argentinas becomes 
SkyTeam’s first South American member, 
adding 40 new destinations to the SkyTeam 

CPI Aero announces $9.6m in new 
funding for wing kits from Northrop 
Grumman Corporation

CPI Aerostructures has received a $9.6m mod-
ification to a previously announced purchase 
order from Northrop Grumman Corporation 
(NOC) authorizing the start of production of 
additional Outer Wing Panel (OWP) kits. The 
kits are for use in the manufacture of com-
plete wings for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye. 
This modification supports the E-2D program 
full-rate production lot 1. This modification 
provides new E-2D Advanced Hawkeye fund-
ing for CPI Aero. CPI Aero has been produc-
ing OWP kits for the E-2D and the C-2A air-
craft since June 2008. CPI Aero has received 
firm orders and advanced funding for OWP 
kits totaling approximately $46.3m.

South Korea selects BAE Systems to 
perform F-16 avionics upgrades

The Korean Government will deliver a Let-
ter of Request (LOR) for BAE Systems’ U.S.-
based Support Solutions business to be the 
sole source systems integration contractor 
for upgrading more than 130 F-16s. The 
work will be contracted through the U.S. De-
partment of Defense’s Foreign Military Sales 
program. The total estimated addressable 

The Azerbaijan’s air navigation service pro-
vider, AZANS, awarded Indra the installa-
tion of the new air traffic control centre in 
Baku, the nation’s capital. Indra is a leading 
company in the international ATM market, 
with over 1,200 installations in 95 coun-
tries and over 30 years of experience. The 
company will equip the centre with its au-
tomated air traffic management system and 
its SDC-2100 digital voice communications 
system. The company’s system will support 
en route, approach and tower air controls. 
The objective of this technological moderni-
sation is to transform Baku’s airport into a 
regional hub and increase its passenger vol-
ume capacity in order to promote the city’s 
tourism industry. To do so, aside from this 
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Tsinghua and leading European institutions. 
Phase two will narrow down the most prom-
ising alternative fuel solutions. The first re-
sults are due to be analysed in the second 
half of 2012. The goal is to select a number of 

Commsoft, developers of the OASES aviation engineering and maintenance systems, 
is continuing to enjoy significant success with its hosted OASES programme. Three cur-
rently unannounced customers, including a regional airline in Europe and two airliner 
corporate shuttle operators in the U.S.A. have already signed for OASES in 2012, with 
two having gone live with a total of six aircraft between them. OASES (Open Aviation 
Strategic Engineering System) is designed to combine ease of use with a technical so-
phistication that allows for the full integration of all maintenance and engineering func-
tions, from inventory management and purchasing to defect control and work schedul-
ing. The hosted programme allows smaller airlines, CAMOs and corporate operators 
to gain access to OASES by removing potentially prohibitive set up costs such as server 
acquisition and third party licensing. As the operator’s fleet size grows or functional 
demands increase, it can then transfer easily to a more conventional OASES set up.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

network. Joining SkyTeam is a major achieve-
ment in Aerolíneas Argentinas’ long-term 
restructuring plan. Key elements of this plan 
include fleet renewal and network ration-
alization, upgrading the entire IT platform, 
improving product quality and enhancing 
the frequent flyer program Aerolíneas Plus. 
Aerolíneas Argentinas operates services to 52 
destinations in 14 countries from its two hubs 
at Buenos Aires, including a comprehensive 
domestic network of 35 destinations within 
Argentina itself. These include popular tour-
ist attractions such as: the Patagonian capital 
of Ushuaia, the spectacular Iguazu falls, the 
world-renowned wine producing region of 
Mendoza, as well as the industrial centers of 
Córdoba and Rosario.

Revisa Group continues its expansion plan 
and finalizes the acquisition of First Wave 
Brasil, a former subsidiary of First Wave 
(USA) and one of the leading composite 
manufacturers providers to the aviation 
and defense industries, in particular to EM-
BRAER. With this acquisition, Revisa Group 
now adds manufacturing business to its al-
ready established MRO services thru Revisa 
Aeronautical Services and CLTOP Engines 
and Accessories Services.

Airbus and one of the world’s leading aca-
demic institutions, Tsinghua University,
have formed a partnership to complete a 
sustainability analysis of Chinese feedstocks, 
and to evaluate how best to support the de-
velopment of a value chain to speed up the 
commercialisation of aviation bio-fuels. The 
value chain aims to produce and to promote 
the use of aviation bio-fuel in China, the 
world’s fastest growing aviation market. In 
phase one, the partnership is assessing suit-
able feedstocks that comply with ecological, 
economic and social sustainability criteria. 
The sustainability analysis is managed by 
Airbus and involves close collaboration with 

Aircell, a provider of in-flight connectivity equipment and services to the business avia-
tion market, announced that NetJets is adding inflight Internet service from Aircell to 
nearly 100 additional aircraft in its fleet. In 2010, NetJets made history when it elected 
to offer in-flight Internet service aboard more than 250 aircraft. This latest announce-
ment for 100 additional systems will expand NetJets’ connected fleet by approximately 
40%. With the service, NetJets passengers and flight crews can enjoy high-speed Inter-
net capabilities above 10,000 feet in the continental U.S. and portions of Alaska, using 
their own Wi-Fi enabled laptops, tablets, smartphones, electronic flight bags and other 
mobile devices.

Constant Aviation, a maintenance, repair, and overhaul facility headquartered at Cleve-
land Hopkins International Airport, announced the completion of the Supplemental Type 
Certificate (STC) for the complete Wi-Fi system along with Aircell’s Gogo Biz In-flight In-
ternet system in the Hawker series aircraft. The completion of this STC marks the fourth 
Wi-Fi STC completed in 2012. Constant Aviation has also completed Supplemental Type 
Certificates (STC) for the installation of Aircell’s Gogo Biz In-flight Internet System includ-
ing Wi-Fi in the Gulfstream IV, Legacy 600, Citation X, Phenom 300, EMB135 Shuttle 
and the EMB135LR. Currently the STC’s for the Beechjet 400A/XP and the 737 Business 
Jet are in the final stages with the FAA pending approval. 

IFES & CONNECTIVITY

feedstocks including used cooking oil (which 
would otherwise be waste) and also algae. 
By the beginning of 2013, the full sustain-
ability analysis should have been completed. 
From 2013 onwards, the partners will look 

http://www.everestevents.co.uk
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joining Southwest, Romo was an audit manager at Coopers & Lybrand, LLP.

• GA Telesis named Rebecca Longo, vice president of its Aircraft Systems Group. Effec-
tive immediately Longo will oversee all airframe component sales from the Company’s 
Ft. Lauderdale headquarters and report to Paul Lochab, senior vice president of Global 
Sales. Prior to GA Telesis, Longo served as vice president of Strategic Development for 
PartsBase, in Boca Raton, Florida where she was responsible for the global sales team 
as well as oversight of business development strategies.

• Jet Aviation restructured its EMEA & Asia organization by forming two separate re-
gional divisions, one for Asia and one for Europe, the Middle East and Africa (EMEA). 
The company appointed Kim Chan as vice president and head of Jet Aviation Asia and 
Stefan Benz as vice president MRO and FBO services of its EMEA operations. As head 
of Jet Aviation Asia operations, Beijing-based Chan is responsible for regional growth, 
strategy and strengthening relationships with key customers, partners and government 
entities. Benz, who was appointed vice president for Jet Aviation’s MRO and FBO or-
ganization in EMEA, joined Jet Aviation in January 2011 as vice president MRO sales 
EMEA & Asia. He recently led the reorganization of the sales department by creating a 
local sales structure and established a new MRO sales and key account management or-
ganization. Benz oversees Jet Aviation’s MRO and FBO operations in Dubai, Dusseldorf, 
Jeddah, London Biggin Hill, Moscow Vnukovo, Riyadh and Zurich. Benz holds a degree 
in Aeronautical Engineering from Stuttgart University, Germany.

• Avioserv San Diego announced the opening of its Dallas Texas office. The office will 
support Avioserv’s customers in the Dallas area and throughout the world.  Avioserv’s 
new office will be staffed by Kevin Kelly, Avioserv’s vice president – Engine Sourc-
ing and Shane Stringfellow as manager – Technical Operations for technical analysis 
and support. Kelly brings more than three decades of industry experience in the areas of 
engine and aircraft sourcing, operations, and asset remarketing while Stringfellow brings 
over twenty years of industry experience in the areas of Technical Operations and Quality 
Management. Kelly and Stringfellow will be working closely with the executive team at 
Avioserv in San Diego.

at scaling-up the alternative fuel production 
process to achieve sustainable quantities of 
aviation fuel for commercial use. The part-
nership agreement is one of the initiatives to 
develop a complete sustainable aviation bio-
fuel production capability in China, using 
only sustainable resources and is part of the 
Airbus goal to have in place a value chain in 
every continent by 2012. So far Airbus has 
value chains in Latin America, Australia, Eu-
rope, the Middle East, and with the Chinese 
value chain, Asia.

Managing Technical Aspects of a Lease
Radisson Hotel, Dublin, Ireland, 12 September. (Event brochure)

1st Ancillary Revenue Training Camp
Shenandoah National Park, Virginia, US, 12-13 September, 2012. (Event brochure)

ISTAT Europe 2012
Rome, Italy, 19 - 21 September. (Event brochure)

MRO Europe
RAI, Amsterdam, Netherlands, 9 - 11 October 2012. (Event brochure)

Aircraft Asset Management Training Seminar
Hong Kong, 29-30 October, 2012. (Event brochure)

Maintenance Reserves Training Seminar
Hong Kong, 31 October, 2012. (Event brochure)

Click here for more aviation events
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PEOPLE
• Southwest Airlines announced that 
its senior vice president of Finance and 
chief financial officer, Laura Wright,
has advised the Company of her deci-
sion to retire. Tammy Romo has been 
named to succeed Wright as senior vice 
president of Finance and chief financial 
officer. Romo has been serving South-
west as senior vice president of Plan-
ning. She joined Southwest in 1991 as 
manager of Financial Reporting and has 
previously served as director of Inves-
tor Relations, vice president – Treasurer, 
vice president – Controller, and vice 
president of Financial Planning. Prior to 
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